GCSE Results – Cullybackey High School

This summer’s results in GCSE and in GCE A levels have been excellent for students in Cullybackey High School.  We have already publicised individual performances in both examinations.  Last week the school received news which we now wish to share and to celebrate in relation to two outstanding individual performances at GCSE.
In GCSE Hospitality Gareth Gault was placed second overall in Northern Ireland in the CCEA examination.  Much credit must go to Gareth and to his teacher, Mrs Adele Rodgers, Head of Home Economics, for their efforts.

This good news was superseded by the performance of Thomas Toner in CCEA’s Construction examination at GCSE level.  Thomas was placed first overall in Northern Ireland and was one of the cohort in school who were entered for this subject for the first time and who achieved 100% pass rate A*-C.  Another very pleasing aspect to this success was the collaborative delivery of the course by Mr Henry Davidson (Head of Technology in Cullybackey High) and Mr Frankie McMahon of Northern Regional College.  These two members of staff were supported and encouraged by Mr Tom Heaney, Head of Curriculum Partnerships at NRC.
It is pleasing that pupils have access not only to high quality teaching in their own school but increasingly have access to other courses delivered in other schools.  We currently have ‘A’ level pupils from Dunclug College and St Patrick’s College studying in our school and our students are attending courses in Dunclug College, St Louis Grammar and St Patrick’s College.  Key Stage 4 pupils have access to and attend a range of vocational courses in the Northern Regional College.
Collaboration of this nature widens the choices of pupils at all levels and is very much seen as the way forward in education in these stringent economic times.

While I applaud my own staff, our collaborative staff and our own pupils, in this instance, I must also thank the many parents who entrust their children’s education to us in Cullybackey and who give such strong support to both pupils and staff – education is truly a collaborative effort.  
